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espite their diminutive stature, 
ticks are a big concern for 


people, particularly those with 


pets. 


As the weather warms, ticks are out 
looking for a host to climb on and get a 
blood meal. Ticks are a significant con- 
cern because they can be infected with 
bacteria, viruses or parasites, says the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion. Lyme disease, ehrlichiosis, Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever, tularemia, and 
babesiosis are just a few of the many 
tick-borne diseases. These pathogens 
can be passed to humans and pets via 
the bite of infected ticks. 

In 2018, at least one variety of dis- 
ease-transmitting tick had been found 
in all of the lower 48 states, according 
to the CDC. In addition, researchers at 
Cornell University identified 26 species 


Update your backyard spaces... 
take it from grass to class with 
100% recycled granite! 


Create stunning patios and walkways 
with granite pavers available in three 


sizes. Finish it off with a warm and 
inviting fire pit made with our DIY 
granite fire pit kits. 


Complete the look of your outdoor 
kitchen space with a granite slab BBQ 
surround. 


Dress up the front of your home with 
DIY flower box & mailbox kits. 
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of ticks along the East Coast alone. Pre- 


venting tick bites has never been more 
important. The process starts right in 
ones own backyard. 


According to Consumer Reports 


and the New York State Integrated Pest 


Management Program, controlling 
wildlife that enters one’s yard can help 
keep tick numbers down. Open access 
means animals can enter and so can 
ticks. Fencing and pest management 
solutions may help. 

Other ideas include landscaping 
techniques that can reduce tick popu- 
lations: 


« Remove leaf litter from the yard. 


¢ Clear tall grasses and brush around 


homes and at the edges of the lawn. 
Mow regularly to keep the lawn short. 
- Create a barrier between wooded 


areas and the yard if it abuts a forested 
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Ticks are a significant concern because they can be infected with bacteria, viruses or para- 
sites, says the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 


area. According to Consumer Reports, 
a three-foot-wide path of wood chips 
or gravel can prevent tick migration by 
creating a physical barrier that’s dry and 
sometimes too hot for ticks to tolerate. 
Such a barrier also serves as a visual re- 
minder to anyone in your household to 
be especially careful if they step beyond 
the perimeter. 

- Bag grass clippings, which can 


serve as habitats for ticks. 


PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF WESTERN MASS AND SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1989 


« Remove old furniture, trash and 
other debris that can give ticks places 
to hide. 

« Remember to use a tick-repellent 
product when venturing into wooded 
areas. Flea and tick products also are 
available for pets; consult with a vet. 

Ticks are problematic, but various 
measures can help control tick popula- 


tions in a yard. 
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Hardscaping refers to the elements in a landscape that aren’t living, such as paths, walls and fences. 





Defining 





hargscape 





( ) urb appeal is beneficial in various 
ways. Curb appeal can make a 
home more attractive to prospec- 

tive buyers and give existing homeown- 

ers a place they want to come home 

to. In its study of the worth of outdoor 

remodeling projects, the National Asso- 

ciation of Realtors found standard lawn 
care and overall landscape upgrades 
were most appealing to buyers, as well as 
the most likely to add value to a home. 
Although plants, grass and other 
items can improve curb appeal, home- 


owners should not overlook hardscaping. 


Hardscaping is an industry term 
that refers to the non-living features of 
a landscape. These features can include 
everything from decks to walkways to or- 
namental boulders. Introducing paths or 
paver walls to a property helps develop 
that home's hardscape. Hardscape and 
soft elements often work in concert to 
create inspiring landscape designs. 

DIY landscape designers can heed 
certain tips to make the most of hard- 
scape features on their properties. 


Choose materials. 

As with many landscaping projects, 
homeowners must first determine what 
types of additions they would like on 
their properties. Common hardscape 
features include patios, decks, walkways 
of pavers or bricks, and retaining walls. 
Hardscape elements can be functional 
or simply decorative features that add 
whimsy to the yard. 


Choose a theme. 

The right style allows hardscaping 
and softscaping materials to work 
together. For example, homeowners may 


le- use W 


want to give their yards an eastern feel, 
complete with a koi pond and decorative 
bridge or trellis. A formal English garden, 
however, may include manicured paths 
with stepping stones and ornate topiar- 
ies. Mixing too many styles together can 
take away from the overall appeal. 

The pros suggest looking at the over- 
all plan of the design, even if all of the 
work can't be completed at once. This 
way the eventual finished project wil be 
cohesive. 


Think about the purpose. 

Hardscaping can look good but also 
serve key purposes. Pebbles or gravel 
can mitigate trouble areas that don't 
grow grass or plant life well. Retaining 
walls hold back soil in yards with sharply 
inclined hills. Mulch can set perimeters 
around trees and shrubs, as well as 
planting beds. Fencing, another form of 
hardscaping, is essential for establishing 
property boundaries and adding privacy. 


Consult a professional. 

While many hardscaping additions 
can be handled by novices, large-scale 
projects, such as patios and decking, can 
change the grading of the yard. Pro- 
fessionals can map out how to handle 
drainage issues and meet building codes. 
In addition, professional installation 
can ensure hardscaping features last for 
years to come. 

Hardscaping should blend with the 
nature around it and take its cues from 
the surrounding environment. This can 
help softscaping and hardscaping work 
as one. 
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When to 
tackle weeds 





eeds are the bane of lawn 


and garden enthusiasts. 

Weeds can spread rapidly 
and overrun pristine grass, choking lawns 
and robbing them of their lush green 
look. In garden beds, weeds can steal 
water from thirsty plants, threatening 
their survival. 

A proactive approach that prevents 
weed growth is easier and less frustrating 
than dealing with weeds after they have 
sprouted. That means addressing weeds 
before they release seeds, and not waiting 
so long that the damage is already done. 
According to the home and landscape 
experts with This Old House, spraying 
herbicide for weeds in June and July 
can address weeds before seeds are set. 


Tilling and installing a new lawn in late 


August or the beginning of September 
can help the lawn establish itself before 
the first frosts arrive, all the while avoid- 
ing weed growth. 

The weed control experts at Roundup 
also suggest a springtime application of 
weed killer if this is the desired route. 
Early treatment can prevent weed roots 
from spreading too far in the soil, which 
can reduce the chances that weed rem- 
nants will be left behind to grow at a later 
time. 

Homeowners with small lawns or gar- 
dens or those who prefer hand-weeding 
or using nonchemical ways to treat weeds 
must take steps to address the weeds 
early. Gardeners can try suffocating 
weeds by placing wood, blocks or plastic 


over them. Wet newspaper used as mulch 
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can block weed formation and also clear 
patches of unwanted grass so that garden 
beds can be mapped out. Pouring boiling 
water on weeds or pulling them by hand 
is more effective when roots are young 
and have not yet spread. 

The UK-based company Lawnsmith 
also suggests a mid-spring weed killer 
application. This ensures that all weeds 
that have surfaced are addressed and that 
none are missed by weeding too early. 

The Idaho-based Town & Country 


Gardens suggests lawn and garden en- 





thusiasts wait to tackle weeds. By waiting 
and applying weed treatments in the fall, 
when dandelions and other weeds are 
absorbing food and nutrients in larger 
quantities to survive winter, homeowners 
can rid their lawns and gardens of weeds 
efficiently. 

Weeds are a nuisance and an eyesore 
in lawns and gardens. Choosing the right 
time to treat them can ensure they dont 
adversely affect lush landscapes and 


thriving gardens. 
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ustom-built decks can expand 








usable outdoor entertaining 

spaces. Decks can surround 
pools and create outdoor patio areas 
that make it easy to establish multi- 
tiered living spaces, improving the 
functionality of outdoor areas. 

Certain deck trends have emerged 
as industry experts top picks for the 
upcoming remodeling and renovation 
season. For those thinking of revamping 
an existing deck, or building an entirely 
new one, these trends are on point. 

- Established perimeters: “Picture 
framing” is not a new trend, but one 
that has taken greater hold in recent 
years. The term refers to aesthetically 
appealing designs that conceal the ends 
of deck boards for a clean finish. Some 
designs feature contrasting material 
colors on the ends for even more im- 
pact. This helps create refined perime- 
ters for a polished look. 

¢ Roof-top decking: Urban areas 
also can benefit from decking to create 
usable outdoor spaces. In fact, many 
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trends 
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new condominium and townhouse 
communities are incorporating roof- 
top decks into their designs, particular- 
ly in communities with water views or 
other impressive vistas. HGTV experts 
suggest roof-top decks feature light-col- 
ored materials and fixtures to help keep 
the area cool even in direct sunlight. 

« Distressed hardwood: Builder and 
Developer, a management resource for 
professional homebuilders, says that 
the trend for using distressed hard- 
woods at home has migrated outside. 
Some decking manufacturers have 
recently introduced low-maintenance 
composite deck boards that mimic the 
look and feel of distressed, rustic hard- 
wood flooring. This weathered appear- 
ance gives the look of age without the 
upkeep of real aged wood. 

¢ Wooden walkways: Decking can 
be the more traditional design people 
envision with a patio table or outdoor 
furniture. But it also can consist of 
wooden walkways or a low-laying patio 
to accentuate the yard. 
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Deck trends continue to improve on the form and function of outdoor living spaces. 


« Mixed materials: Homeown- 
ers may be inspired by commercial 
eateries, breweries and urban markets 
in their exterior design choices. Decks 
featuring composite materials and alu- 
minum railings blend sophistication, 
urban appeal and comfort. 

« Personal touches: Homeowners 
can customize their decks with person- 
al touches. It’s not unheard of to wrap 
columns in stone or glass tiles for more 


impact. And a vast array of decking 


ed 1M 


colors now enables fun interpretations 
for outdoor areas. 

- Fire pit conversation area: Many 
decks can incorporate water or fire ele- 
ments for visual appeal. Gas-fueled fire 
elements can expand the functionality 
of decks beyond the warm seasons, or 
make enjoying them practical on nights 
when the temperature plummets. 

Decks are reimagined in many 
different ways with continually evolving 
trends. 
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ulch is available in various 


forms. Like other land and 
garden products, mulch can go 
a long way toward helping plants thrive. 

Mulch comprises just about any mate- 
rial that is spread over the surface of soil. 
Its purpose is primarily to help soil retain 
moisture. In addition, mulch can staunch 
weed growth, keep soil cool, improve 
the aesthetics of garden beds, and even 
improve soil nutrient composition. When 
the right mulch is chosen, it can reduce 
the amount of time homeowners spend 
watering and weeding their gardens and 
insulate plants from dramatic changes in 
weather. 

Gardeners may not realize that mulch 
also can prevent garden soil from becom- 
ing overly compacted, according to HGTV. 
This can mean beneficial earthworms 
can move easily through the soil, creating 
channels for water and depositing their 
nutrient-rich waste products. 

Gardeners can choose organic or inor- 


ganic mulch. Organic mulches are derived 
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from natural materials that will decom- 
pose over time, lending organic matter 
as well as various nutrients to the soil. 
Organic mulches also may contain benefi- 
cial microorganisms that can fight against 
plant diseases. Inorganic mulches may 
be made of stones, landscape fabrics and 
plastic. Both types will need to be amend- 
ed or replaced as they degrade. Those who 
want the most environmentally-friendly 
mulching materials can choose all-natural 
mulches instead of synthetic alternatives. 
To work effectively, mulch should be 
applied in a two- to three-inch layer of 
material, state the experts at Old World 
Garden Farms. This is the ideal amount 
to retain soil moisture and suppress weed 
growth without choking plants. Also, 
mulch that is too thick may make it im- 
possible for water to penetrate, or it may 
prevent the soil from airing out, causing 
continuously wet conditions that lead to 
root and stem rot. 
The University of Connecticut Home 
& Garden Education Center says mulch 
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should not be placed directly against plant in garden beds. The home advice site The 


crowns or tree bases, as this can promote Spruce notes that newspaper may also be 


the development of disease. It may also effective. Many newspapers have switched 


serve as a habitat for bark- and stem-eat- over to organic dyes, especially for their 
ing rodents. The center also suggests black and white sections. Newspapers are 
watering newly installed bark or wood an inexpensive way to suppress weeds and 
mulches to prevent fungi from colonizing act like organic mulch in beds. They can 
in dry mulch and causing problems like a be covered with other organic mulch, like 


water-repellent surface on the mulch. shredded bark, for more visual appeal. 


Home landscapers considering mulch Mulch can be a versatile asset when 
types may find that compost, manure and doing gardening projects around home 
grass clippings ( from nonpesticide-treated landscapes. And the benefits are more 


lawns) can be inexpensive and versatile than just aesthetic. 
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omeowners who enjoy tending to their 
He know that grass is vulnerable to a host 

of problems, many of which appear at a time 
of year when lawn enthusiasts want to showcase the 
fruits of their lawn-and-garden labors. 

Crabgrass is a common problem that appears 
in summer. According to Lowes, crabgrass plants 
produce thousands of seeds between midsummer 
and early fall. While the first frosts of late-fall or early 
winter kill the crabgrass plants, the seeds produced 
by the plants remain dormant throughout winter and 
then begin to grow as the ground temperature warms 
up with the spring and summer thaw. As a result, con- 
trolling germination, which is the development of a 
plant from a seed or spore after a period of dormancy, 
is the key to preventing crabgrass from becoming 
an unsightly blemish that can harm your lawn in 
summer. 

A proactive approach to crabgrass can save home- 
owners the headaches of dealing with this unwanted 
guest taking over their grass. The following tips, 
courtesy of Lowes, can help homeowners reduce the 


@ 
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likelihood of their lawns being overcome by crabgrass 
as summer hits full swing. 

« Recognize that routine lawn maintenance may 
not be enough. Even lawns that receive sufficient 
TLC can fall victim to crabgrass. A proactive, crab- 
grass-specific approach to lawn maintenance is the 
most effective way to control the problem before it 
pops up. 

- Apply a pre-emergent herbicide. Pre-emergent 
herbicides kill crabgrass seedlings as they germinate. 
While these herbicides are highly effective, they 
must be applied at precisely the right time. The right 
time to apply them depends on weather patterns. 
For example, Lowes notes that homeowners who 
live in regions that might have experienced warmer 
than usual winters will probably need to apply the 
herbicides earlier than usual. While the manufacturer 
instructions should always be followed when apply- 
ing herbicides, it’s essential that homeowners take 
weather patterns into consideration as well. 

¢ Wait until the ground temperature rises above 
60 F. Applying herbicides when the ground tempera- 
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ture is below 60 F might render the products inef- 
fective. Gauging soil temperature can be tricky, but 
Lowes advises monitoring shrubs and trees on the 
property. Once shrubs begin to bloom and trees bud, 
herbicide can be applied. 

¢ Wait when treating newly seeded lawns. 
Pre-emergent herbicides might kill new grass 
seedlings, so homeowners with newly seeded lawns 
should wait until they have mowed their lawns three 
times before applying a herbicide. 

¢ Emphasize uniform application. Ifa herbicide is 
not applied uniformly across the lawn, crabgrass can 
establish itself and ultimately spread to the rest of the 
lawn. 

- Do not thatch or aerate after applying a herbi- 
cide. Thatching or aerating a lawn after applying a 
herbicide might break the product's chemical barrier, 
thereby rendering it ineffective. 

Crabgrass can quickly spread on an untreated 
lawn. A proactive approach that prevents its growth 
can keep lawns looking great through summer. 
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ompacted soil can have a dramatic effect 


on grass. Compacted soil blocks oxygen, 

water and nutrients from reaching the root 
systems of the turf. That creates a lawn with weak 
roots, which make grass more vulnerable to disease 
and compromising its ability to withstand harsh 
weather, such as summer heat. 

The buildup of thatch, which is a matted layer of 
grass clippings and other organic debris that collects 
on the top of the soil, is one indicator that a lawn 
could benefit from aeration, a process in which the 
surface of the lawn is perforated to break up com- 
pacted soil and allow oxygen, water and nutrients to 
reach root systems. Other signs that aeration may be 
necessary include patches of thin grass, brown spots 
and a high concentration of clay in the soil. 

When faced with a lawn that could benefit from 
aeration, homeowners may wonder if such as task 
lends itself to DIY or if it’s best left to professional 
landscapers. Aerating a lawn is not always easy, and 
typically it involves the use of one of three types of 
aerators: 


¢ Core aerator: A core aerator uses hollow tines 


to pull plugs of soil from the lawn. The plugs are left 
on the surface of the lawn. Homeowners can pick up 
the plugs or, according to the grass seed experts at 
Pennington, even leave them in the yard and allow 
them to break down. 

« Spike aerator: The experts at Pennington note 
that spike aerators employ solid, spike-like tines 
to poke holes in the soil. These aerators leave the 
spikes in the soil. Some people wear spiked aeration 
shoes while walking around the yard to mimic the 
effects of spike aerators. 

¢ Slicing aerator: According to Pennington, 
slicing aerators employ rotating blades that slice 
through thatch and down into the soil. These aera- 
tors leave the soil in the ground. 

Aerators can be operated manually, though 
professionals tend to use motorized aerators. The 
machines are often heavy, so homeowners should 
consider their health and physical ability before 
deciding to aerate on their own. Hiring a profession- 
al landscaper who has experience aerating may the 


quickest and most effective way to restore a lawn to 
full health. 
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ost people want beautiful, 


lush lawns and well-main- 

tained landscapes. Not every 
homeowner has the time or the incli- 
nation to do the work, however. Many 
homeowners rely on a lawn service to 
help maintain their properties and keep 
their homes looking great. 

Lawn companies come in all shapes 

and sizes — from fly-by-night work- 
ers with ill-maintained equipment to 
franchised companies with thousands 
of workers across the country to every- 
thing in between. Finding the right ser- 
vice for your needs may require some 
homework and understanding of what 
sets a quality lawn service company 
apart from one that’s best avoided. 


1. Look to the internet. 


The internet connects consumers 
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via shared information and reviews. 
Reading company and product reviews 
on Yelp and Angie’ List can help 
homeowners make informed decisions. 
Homeowners also can seek recommen- 


dations via local Facebook group pages. 


2. Insist on licensure and insurance. 

It’s not the standard to be licensed 
and insured, but it is an essential step 
for finding a business that stands 
behind its work and the safety of its 
employees and customers. If a worker 
gets injured on your property or if the 
mower kicks a big rock through your 
storm door, youll be liable if the com- 
pany isn't insured. 


3. Get a written proposal. 
Be wary of companies that will 
quote you an offer over the phone 
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A Friendly Reminder to have Your Chimneys 
Inspected and Cleaned Annually 


without seeing your property in person. 
Understand which types of services 
and treatments will be included in 

the weekly, monthly or annual plan. 
Discuss the types of fertilizers and 
herbicides used and whether they fit 
with your lifestyle and environmental 


consciousness. 


4. Ask for a contract in writing 

When you find a business that offers 
the type of work you need done at the 
right price, be sure that a contract is 
worked up and both parties sign it. This 
protects you as a homeowner and could 
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help you in the long run if guarantees 


are not met or work is unsatisfactory. 


5. One size fits all. 

Landscaping is more than just 
mowing the lawn. However, some lawn 
companies may only mow lawns and 
will plant flowers or perform spring and 
fall cleanup. Ifa company cannot fill all 
of your needs, find one that can; other- 
wise, you may need to hire specialists in 
each area of yard maintenance. 

Lawn care companies are some- 
thing to consider as the weather warms 
and spring projects begin anew. 


FireSafe Chimney 


WARE - Jim Walling 
of Firesafe Chimney can't 
express enough how 


‘ 















around here. 


bit larger. 


- Give us a Call Today to Make Sure Your Chimney is Healthy. 


often one should get 

one’s chimney inspected. 
Originally started in 2005 
by former partner Derek 
Hannah, Firesafe Chimney 
merged in 2015 with J&J 
Chimney, and was taken 
over fully by Walling in 
2018 in order to serve all 
of their clients. There's not 
many companies like his 


Working with a team 
of four, Walling started 
his own business in 2010, 
but then was absorbed by 
Firesafe Chimney, saying he 
saw a need to grow a little 


The company does 
chimney sweeping 
and blockage 
removal, both 
chimney 
and wood 


pellets installation, repairs, 
inspections and much 
more. Walling encourages 
those who have chimneys 
to gee them inspected once 
a year. 

Although fall is the 
busiest time of year, 
Walling encourages 
customers to push for 
spring scheduling, almost 
like a part of their spring 
cleaning. 

Firesafe Chimney is a 
part of the MA Chimney 
Sweep Guild, a member 
of the National Chimney 
Sweep Guild and has won 
accreditation from the 
Better Business Bureaus. 

Walling says that 
every new client gets an 
inspection, even if they 
called the company for 
something else. They use 
state of the art equipment 
and programs to make sure 
chimneys are safe. 
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ardening enthusiasts may have been thinking 

about their landscape plans throughout the win- 

ter, eager to once again get their hands dirty with 
soil. Whether a home gardener is making preparations 
for edible crops or beautiful flowers, he or she must take 
time to make the soil amenable to planting. To establish 
hearty, durable plants, gardeners can focus on three 
main areas: addressing soil composition, cultivating and 
adding nutrients. 


Soil composition 

Many gardeners prefer growing a variety of plants in 
their gardens. Such an approach requires taking inven- 
tory of the type of soil in one’s garden and making the 
necessary modifications so that the types of vegetables, 
herbs, shrubs, or flowers that will be planted can grow in 
strongly. In fact, according to the plant company Proven 
Winners, the most important step to developing good 
roots is preparing the soil. 

Take a sample of the soil and examine it to see what 
is present. If the soil is too full of clay, too sandy, too 
dense, or too loose, that can lead to problems where 
plants cannot grow in strong. Work with a garden center 
to add the right soil amendments to make a rich soil. 
This may include organic compost or manure, which will 
also add nutrients to the soil. 
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Cultivation 

Cultivating the soil can involve different steps. 
Removal of weeds, errant rocks, roots, and other 
items will help prepare the soil. Mother Earth 
News suggests working on garden soil when the 
soil is damp but never wet; otherwise, garden soil 
can become messy and clumpy. Use a digging fork 
or shovel to lightly turn the soil when it’s mostly 
dry. Gentle tillings also can open up the soil to in- 
corporate the nutritional amendments and relieve 
compaction that likely occurred from freezing 
temps and snow pressure. Tilling also helps with 
drainage and oxygen delivery to roots. The DIY 
Network suggests turning over soil at a depth of 12 inch- 
es to work the soil — about the length of a shovel spade. 
However, the resource Earth Easy says that existing 
garden beds have a complex soil ecosystem and simply 
top-dressing with compost or manure can be enough 
preparation for planting. Gardeners can experiment with 
the methods that work best for their gardens. 


Nutrition 

Testing the pH and the levels of certain nutrients 
in the soil, namely nitrogen, phosphorous and potassi- 
um, will give gardeners an idea of other soil additions 
that may be needed. Soils with a pH below 6.2 often 





Begin preparing garden bed soil early for new plants. 


can benefit from the addition of lime several weeks 
before planting. Soil tests will determine just how much 
fertilizer to add to the soil. Complete fertilizers will have 
equal amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. 
Individual fertilizers can amend the soil with only these 
nutritional elements that are needed. 

Top-dressing empty beds with a layer of mulch or 
compost can prevent weed growth and preserve mois- 
ture until it is time to plant. If existing shrubs or plants 
are in garden beds, use more care so as not to disturb 
roots or dig too deeply. 

Preparing garden beds takes some effort initially, 
but can be well worth the work when plants flourish 
throughout the growing season. 
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ging men and women often take 
inventory of their lives in an effort 
to focus on activities or lifestyle 


changes that can ensure happy retire- 
ments. Data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
shows there are some 76 million baby 
boomers — those people born between 
1946 to 1964 — across the country. With 
the youngest of the boomers in their 
mid-50s and the majority having already 
reached retirement age, many boomers 
are trying to decide if it’s time to move out 
of their family homes and into smaller, 
more manageable abodes. 

Many older adults find they do not 
need the same amount of space as they 
did when they had children living at 
home. Retirees and those on the cusp of 
retirement may find that downsizing is a 
smart financial move that frees up more 
time for recreation. 

However, it can be challenging to 





Learn to 
downsize ¢ 
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cut down on living space and then deal 
with figuring out how to make furniture, 
belongings and stored items fit in more 
condensed areas. Moving can be stress- 
ful even without having to cut down 

on prized items. Taking an inventory 

of belongings can help the process go 
smoothly. 

Before moving, men and women can 
go room by room, making piles of items 
that will be kept, donated, sold, or dis- 
carded. ‘This can be a tedious task, but it is 


Insurance 


637 Grattan Street ~ Chicopee, MA 
413.532.3291 
Fax: 413.534.8982 


> Jc KEOUGH 


Insu 


612 Page Blvd. ~ ne Gateptietd MA 01104 


rance ad da 





413.732.8697 
Fax: 413.732.1326 
Katie ~ KFOLEY@LLDINS.COM 
Jess ~ JAITKEN@LLDINS.COM 


Agency, Inc. 







necessary to avoid clutter in a new home. 


People downsizing can attempt to sell 
items they do not need via newspaper 
classified sections or online classified 
sites. Appliances and furniture in excel- 
lent shape may fetch good prices. Any 
extra cash can be put toward buying new 
items that are size-appropriate for the 
smaller home. 

Another way to clear out clutter is to 
sort duplicates from the stock of items. 


A person may no longer need multiple 
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sets of dishes or silverware. If the move 
involves switching from a king-sized to 

a queen-sized bed, donate or trash bed 
linens that will no longer fit. Pay close 
attention to kitchen and bathroom items, 
which tend to accumulate over time but 
might not be discarded when clearing a 
home of clutter. 

People moving from a detached home 
to a condominium or a townhouse may 
learn that homeowner’ association fees 
cover everything from snow removal to 
lawn maintenance to pool upkeep. If so, 
it’s unnecessary to bring lawn and garden 
supplies. 

Homeowners are advised to look at 
the floor plan of their new dwellings and 
pay attention to storage space. This can 
make it easier to plan ahead for what 
may fit, what will need to be purchased 
new and which storage solutions may be 
needed. Having a plan in place can make 
unpacking and settling in go smoothly. 
The organizing company Organize Me 
says that homeowners should consider 
how cabinets and closets will be used 
before moving in. 

Downsizing can free up time and 
money. When done right, downsizing can 
make retirement easier and create more 


leisure time for retirees. 


ARBELLA! 


[IH oUrR AH CE GROUP 


Visit either of our agencies. 


Working for you in partnership with the 


Arbella Insurance Group to serve 
the residents of Western Massachusetts 
for all their personal insurance needs. 


Competitive Auto Rates 
Easy Quoting ~ Give Us a Call 
Drop Off or Email Your Policy 


for a Quote 


WWW.LLDINS.COM 
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uring the cold months of winter, 
1D, many people stare longingly out 

of the window dreaming of spring 
and time spent outdoors. For those with 
green thumbs, images of tending to the 
garden and other aspects of their land- 
scapes no doubt dominate such day- 
dreams. 

Draw inspiration from those budding 
crocuses and daffodils pushing through 
the last remnants of snow and employ 
these tips to prepare for the upcoming 
gardening season. 

- One of the first steps is to apply a 
preemergent weed killer to get a head start 
knocking out weeds that can plague the 
lawn during the growing season. Killing 
weeds at the roots early on can mean far 
fewer hassles in spring and summer, and 
may prevent new generations of weeds 
from cropping up each year. 

« While it may be tempting to take 
a prematurely warm day as a sign that 
spring is in full force and purchase a 
bunch of annuals, it’s better to know the 


last of the possible frost dates (check “The 
Farmer's Almanac’); otherwise, you may 


waste time and money planting flowers or 
vegetables only to have them zapped by 
another frosty day. 

- Amend the soil so that it is the right 
consistency — just crumbling when lifting 
it. Soil that is too muddy after spring thaw 
can harden, making it difficult for plants 
to flourish later on. Speak with represen- 
tatives at a local lawn and garden center 
about which types of amendments you can 
add to the soil in your particular area to 
enrich it. 

- Lawn and garden experts at The 
Home Depot suggest filling in bare patches 
of lawn now by mixing a few shovelfuls of 
soil with grass seed. Then apply this patch 
to the bare areas, water, and continue to 
care for the area until the spot fills in. 

¢ Spend a day in the garage or shed 
tending to the lawn mower and other 
gardening equipment. Clean all tools and 
ensure that everything works, repairing 
parts as needed. 


CELEBRATING 33 YEARS! 


BELCHERTOWN AUTO PARTS 


It’s time to pull out your hot rod, 

motorcycle, lawn mower, leaf blower, 

weed wacker, boat, tractor, chain saw, 
trailer and golf cart! We have oil, lubricants, 
spark plugs, car wash and wax and lots 





more to get you going this spring! 





- Give outdoor entertaining spaces a 
good scrubbing, clearing away dirt and 
grime that may have accumulated over the 
winter. Use a leaf blower to blow away any 
leftover leaves. 

¢ Check if the front porch, railings or 
decking need painting and/or staining. 
Tackle these projects when the weather is 
cooler so everything will be ready for those 
peak spring days. 


¢ Think about any annuals you might 
want to plant in the landscape this year 
that will complement any existing shrub- 
bery or perennials. Come up with a theme 
so that the entire yard is cohesive. 

Before homeowners know it, winter 
is gone and it is time to once again enjoy 
long days spent outdoors. Get a jump start 
on spring lawn prep as soon as you can. 


For All Your Spring Projects And Parties 
Check Off Your To-Do List with TJs Taylor Rental 


Y Rototilling 

Y Chippers 

/ Hydroseeder 
Vv Spike Aerator 
¥Y Family Fun 


Y/Y Entertainment 
and more 


DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE. ASK ABOUT OUR NAPA REWARDS PROGRAM. 


Belchertown Auto Parts has the auto part you need and if they don’t, they can usually get it same day or overnight. 
These folks know their stuff. Stop by Monday through Friday, 8am to 6pm or on Saturday 7:30am to 3pm. 


Route 9, Federal Street 3207/1661 or 323079296 
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( ) onserving natural resources is often 
so simple that people make some 
adjustments without affecting their 

daily lives at all. But sometimes it’s not so 

easy to conserve. 

Summer is one time of year when 
conservation efforts tend to require more 
sacrifice than normal. Even the most de- 
voted conservationist may find it difficult 
to conserve water during the dog days 
of summer, when drought and soaring 
temperatures make it difficult to maintain 
lawns and gardens. Thankfully, there are 
ways to help lawns and gardens withstand 
summer's dog days without wasting water. 

- Water wisely. Watering lawns and 
gardens in the early morning hours is a 
savvy move for various reasons. Heat-re- 
lated illnesses such as heat stroke and heat 
exhaustion pose a serious threat to people 
of all ages, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends cool- 
ing off in air conditioned places as tem- 
peratures climb. By watering their lawns 
and gardens early in the morning, home- 
owners are ensuring they wont be outside 
watering during those times of day when 
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their risk for heat stroke and heat exhaus- 
tion is at its peak. In addition, watering in 
the early morning when the sun has not 
yet reached its peak decreases the amount 
of water that will be lost to evaporation, 
thereby increasing the amount of water 
that will make it into water-needy lawns 


PARIS A. MORLEY 


—— “Your REALTOR for Life” —— 


TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
IN OUR FIRM 2008-201 8* 


Market Analysis on Your Home! 


Skye 
Mountain 
Realty 


*as per 
MLS 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA 


“Spring” Into Action & 
List Your Home with Me! 


INN 
WA 


Rt. 32, Palmer MA 


9 conserve water 





and gardens. 

« Shower at the beach. Beach enthusi- 
asts can conserve water and save money 
on their water bills by taking quick showers 
at the beach to wash the sand off. A cold 
shower can be the perfect remedy after 


a long day of soaking up some sun at the 





413-283-4900 
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beach. And because beach showers use 
cold water, beachgoers are less likely to 
take luxurious, potentially wasteful show- 
ers than they might at home. 

- Take nights off from doing dishes. 
Hand-washing dishes may seem like a 
more effective way to conserve water than 
using a dishwasher, but that’s not the case. 
The National Resources Defense Council 
notes that hand-washing dishes can con- 
sume as many as 27 gallons of water, while 
Energy Star*-rated dishwashers consume 
just three gallons of water. Before running 
the dishwasher, make sure it's full. 

¢ Cover your pool. Keeping pools 
covered during the dog days of summer 
reduces the likelihood that pool water will 
be lost to evaporation. In fact, the GRACE 
Communications Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to creating sustain- 
able food systems, notes that uncovered 
pools can lose as much as 1,000 gallons of 
water to evaporation each month. 

Conserving water during the dog days 
of summer may require some sacrifice. But 
such sacrifices are easier than many people 
may expect. 


fivestargardens.com 


Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar 
Red, Black & Brown 
Playground e Forest Blend 


Topsoil 


Firewood 


NOW CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other 
people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. 


Come visit us on the web 
for great deals! 





Find us on 
Facebook 
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ogs love spending time out- 

doors. Dog owners with yards 

know that dogs benefit greatly 
from some exercise in the backyard. 
While that time might be great for dogs, 
it can take its toll on lawns. 

Dog urine and feces can adversely 
affect the look and health of a lush 
green lawn. Nitrogen is essential to 
healthy soil, but only at certain levels. 
When those levels are exceeded, the 
result can be lawn damage. According 
to The Spruce Pets, an advisory site that 
offers practical tips and training advices 
to pet owners, this is what happens 
when pets frequently urinate on grass. 
Urine is naturally high in nitrogen, so 
when pets urinate on lawns, the grass 
might turn yellow or brown due to the 
excess nitrogen content. Nitrogen also 
is present in lawn fertilizers, further ex- 
acerbating the problem for pet owners 
who fertilize their lawns. 

In addition to urine damage, dogs 
can trample frosted grass, contribut- 
ing to problems that may not become 
evident until spring, and get into areas 
like gardens where they wreak addition- 
al havoc. 

Pet owners who want to let their 
dogs run free in the yard but don't want 
damaged grass may be tempted to 
put their pooches in diapers or con- 
fine them to crates when letting them 
outside. But such an approach isn't nec- 
essary. In fact, some simple strategies 
can be highly effective at preventing 


dog-related lawn damage. 


¢ Speak with a landscaper about 
planting new grass. Certain types of 
grass, such as Bermuda grass, can with- 
stand dog damage better than others. 
Local climate will dictate which types of 
grass are likely to thrive in a given area, 
so speak with a professional landscap- 
er about the viability of planting new 
orass. 

- Install fencing. Pet owners with 
expansive yards can install fencing that 
allows dogs to spend time exercising 


outdoors without granting them access 


Paw CWVobibe & 
Professional Dog Ming 


done in the comfort of your pet's home 


~ No caging, loud noises or distractions ~ 


FULL CLEAN UP DONE 
before leaving your pet's home 


Call Alexa Today 
413-544-4226 









































4 Cs 


to the entire property. Large dogs will 
need more room than small ones, but 
try to build fenced-in areas that allow 
dogs to run freely and get the exercise 
they need to stay healthy. 

¢ Work with a dog trainer. Dog train- 
ers might be able to work with dogs so 
they only urinate in certain areas of the 
yard, greatly reducing the damage they 
can cause to a lawn. Trainers also might 
help curb digging and clawing behav- 
iors that can damage lawns as well as 


gardens. 


$5.00 OFF a full grooming 
service with this coupon 


Offer expires 6/30/19 


- Consider hardscaping. Hardscap- 
ing might be most effective for pet own- 
ers with small properties. Hardscaping 
does not include grass and can add 
visual appeal to a property while saving 
pet owners the headaches of dealing 
with dog-related lawn damage. 

Dogs need time outdoors, and 
homeowners can take various steps to 
protect their lawns from dog-related 


damage. 


from 


The Canine 
Cuttery 


A full service grooming salon for dogs 


Keri Smith 
Certified Professional Groomer 


1407 Main St.,Palmer, MA 
(413) 283-6936 





YARD & GARDEN 2019 15 


Let your garden grow with care 


et parents take 
care—fertilizers, 
insecticides and 


herbicides keep our 
plants and lawns healthy 
and green, but their 
ingredients may be dan- 
gerous if your pet ingests 
them. Always store these 


products in out-of-the- 


Brush up on what plants in your 


way places and follow 
garden are safe and unsafe for your pet. 


label instructions carefully. 


Many popular springtime plants—in- 
cluding rhododendron, azaleas, daffodils 
and tulips—are also highly toxic to pets 
and can prove fatal if eaten. When plan- 
ning your spring garden or landscaping 
project you may want to choose plants 
that are safer for your pets. 

Also, be advised that the consump- 
tion of any plant material may cause 
vomiting and gastrointestinal upset for 


dogs and cats. Plants listed as either 





non-toxic or potentially toxic can still 
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cause mild GI upset but are not expect- 





further questions regarding any plants 
ed to be life-threatening to your pets. or products contact either your local 
If you believe that your animal is veterinarian or the APCC 24-hour 
ill or may have ingested a poisonous emergency poison hotline at 1-888-426- 


substance or plant or if you have any 4435. 
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Leah Guidry, DVM 
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Bugsy Benton 
another happy patient! 
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awn and garden enthusiasts often must 


address unforeseen issues when tending 

to their lawns. Weeds can be a blight, and 
drought can compromise the look and integrity of 
a lawn. 

Another, more deceptive potential adversary is 
moles. After a spring and summer spent tending to 
their gardens, no homeowner wants to have their 
hard work compromised by moles. 

“The Old Farmer's Almanac” says that moles 
are ground-dwelling insectivores that feast on 
insects in the soil. Moles grow to be roughly six to 
eight inches long and have gray or black, velvety 
fur. Their snouts are slender and hairless, and they 
have very small eyes and ears. Their large front feet 
have long claws that scoop dirt out of the way like 
a garden hoe. 

Even though moles are more likely to snack 


on grubs, worms and beetles than plants, they 
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damage gardens and lawns because of their 
underground tunneling behavior. Moles make 
subterranean channels throughout the yard in 
search of food. Some of the telltale signs include 
sprouted mounds of displaced soil, holes and 
raised burrows and hills. Tunneling can separate 
roots from soil, eventually killing vegetation in the 
process, according to the home and garden experts 
at BobVila.com. 

There are various ways to address mole 
problems in a lawn or garden. Some profession- 
als may recommend fumigants, home remedies 
and repellents. But these methods are not always 
effective, according to Better Homes & Gardens. 
Using insecticides can rid the lawn of some of the 
foods that moles dine upon, ultimately discourag- 
ing them from coming onto a property. However, 
many experts agree that trapping is the only reli- 


able means of stopping these creatures. 





Homeowners can trap moles humanely by 
catching the mole in the act. This involves waiting 
for a mole to start channeling, then using two 
shovels to block egress on either side of its path. 
The mole can be removed to a box and relocated. 
There also are various mole and gopher traps 
available for sale that operate with spring-loaded 
snares. Individuals should check if trapping moles 
is legal where they live. For more information 
regarding moles, visit www.almanac.com or www. 


bobvila.com. 
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Harman Stove offers home heating products that burna 


More heat, better temperature control and the strongest 
warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive features 
that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry. 


AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY 


320 South Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 
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amherstfarmerssupply.com 
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thefireplacema.com 


Toro. Smart 
Features. 
Proven 
Dependability. 


® 
Super Recycler LIMITED 


‘st rice = TIME 
OFFER 


e Durable cast aluminum deck 
e Personal Pace® senses and adjusts to your preferred walking pace 
¢ Toro’s best mulching mower 
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e Heavy-duty 10-guage frame, front axle and engine guard 


ee ee oe eee 


é See dealer for full warranty details 
ee See dealer for full warranty details. The gross horsepower of this engine was laboratory rated at 3600 rpm by the engine manufacturer in accordance with SAE J1940 or SAE J2723. As configured to meet safety, emission, 
and operating requirements, the actual horsepower on this class of mower will be significantly lower than what may be stated on this ad. 


en  Clt(‘é‘ié 


41 S. Whitney St., Amherst 


413-253-7358 
www.boydenandperron.com 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8am-4pm 


BOYDEN & PERRON 
of 


Since 1956 


Outdoor Power Equipment 





See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer option. 
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ools make some backyards the 

places to be in late spring and 

throughout summer. Lazy sum- 
mer afternoons are a lot more enjoyable 
when they're spent in or alongside a pool, 
and kids tend to say “I’m bored” with 
considerably less frequency when a pool 
is within arms reach. 

Pools are certainly fun, but they're 
only as fun as they are safe. According to 
the USA Swimming Foundation, between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day in 2018, at 
least 148 children younger than age 15 
fatally drowned in swimming pools or 
spas. While those figures represented a 9 
percent decline from the year prior, 148 
deaths is still 148 lives lost too early. 

Pool safety need not come at the 


expense of summer fun. In fact, home- 


me - 


TIT tree ee ee ee we eee 


owners can employ various preventive 


measures to reduce the risk of pool-relat- 
ed accidents on their properties. 

e Inspect gates around your pool. 
The International Code Council’, a mem- 
ber-focused association dedicated to the 
construction of safe, sustainable, afford- 
able, and resilient structures, advises 
homeowners to inspect all pedestrian 
gates in the barrier fences around their 
pools. Such gates should be self-closing 
and self-latching, as both features ensure 
gates are always closed. In addition, the 
ICC recommends padlocking other gates 
around the property. 

e Remove objects around pedestri- 
an gates. Kids can climb up on chairs, 
tables, large toys, and other objects left 


around pool gates to gain access to pools 


Swim Spas Starting 


$16,500 


even when their parents arent looking 
or even home. Such items should be 
removed. 

e Install a pool alarm. Pool alarms 
can alert homeowners to accidental or 
unauthorized entrance into the water. 
The ICC recommends installing such 
alarms while noting that they should not 
be considered a substitute for barrier 
fences or safety covers. 


e Install automatic or manually 


Cokie) lative meyer Ce iecladiale 


$3,799 





operated pool covers. Pool covers can 
effectively prevent access to pools, spas or 
hot tubs. At the end of each pool session, 
cover the pool, even during the height of 
summer when pools are used daily. The 
minor task of covering the pool is worth 
the considerably lower risk of accident or 
injury if pools remain uncovered. 
Summer afternoons at the pool can 
be made much safer by adhering to a few 


safety tips 


PN ole -MClaelliavekwsy cladlale 


$3,999 
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lowers may look beautiful 

in gardens and even when 

snipped and brought 
inside to brighten up a mantel 
or dining table. Unfortunately, 
cut flowers have a finite shelf life. 
While cut blooms can't live for- 
ever, certain varieties will outlast 
others. Choosing flowers wisely 
for wedding centerpieces or 
keepsakes can help couples enjoy 
selected flowers longer. 

e Peonies: Peonies can last 

for about a week or two when 
brought indoors. HGTV says to 


snip the stems when the buds are 
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tight, wrap them in newspaper 
and store them in the refrigerator 
until youre ready to arrange. 

e Zinnias: These bright 
blooms can last for three to four 
weeks and are best harvested in 
summer. Related to the sunflow- 
er, Zinnias are available in a wide 
range of colors. 

e Chrysanthemums: Wide- 
ly referred to as “mums, these 
midsummer to late-fall flowers 
can last between three and four 
weeks after being cut. Mums can 
be used to fill out floral displays 


because they tend to be inexpen- 


SUMMER COMFORT 


©2015 Mitsubishi Electric 


Schedule before 

May 31, 2019 and 

receive $200 off 
per system 


SURNER HEATING CO 
60 SHUMWAY ST, 
AMHERST 
413-253-5999 


IS EASIER THAN 
YOU THINK. 


MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 


COOLING & HEATING 


Bring cool comfort to any 
room... without wasted 
energy or noise. 


mitsubishicomfort.com 





THIS SPRING... 
Avoid the fall with 
custom railings built by 
Nasi al-ye-am (=i fellare Mm laren 
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TRAILER HITCHES SALES & REPA 
(413) 253-4867 


AmherstWelding.com 
330 Harkness Rd. ¢ Amherst, MA 


e Rust Repair 
e Snow Plows 
e Hydraulic Hoses 


Welding e 
mclelatechule) smc 
aesvale mats) | 





sive but durable flowers. 

e Coneflower: The purple cone- 
flower is popular, but coneflowers 
are available in many colors aside 
from purple. Coneflowers attract 
butterflies and are beautiful in cut 
displays. 

e Ranunculus: Ranunculus 
mimic the look of roses and display 
layer after layer of silky, crepe-like 
petals. These blooms can last a week 
or more in vases if theyre put in 
water right after being cut. 

e Carnations: Another bud- 
get-friendly flower, carnations are 
popular from early spring until 
late summer. Available in many 
hues, they can be used in conjunc- 
tion with other blooms to create 
well-rounded floral displays that 
may last between two and three 
weeks. 

e Lilies: Lilies are traditional 
flowers that are beautiful to behold. 


Lilies are available in various sizes 


A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


Owner 
Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 
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JOHN DEERE 


On SALE Now! 


and colors and can be bought fresh 
year-round. Lilies often last longer 
than a week after being cut. Look 
for lilies with tight buds, as such 
flowers tend to last the longest. 

e Gladioli: The lovely flowers 
of the vertical-growing gladiolus, 
which is sometimes referred to 
as the “sword lily, are available in 
yellow, peach, pink, white, and other 
hues. These bulb-based plants can 
last up to two weeks after being cut 
and add variety and texture to floral 
displays. 

Although advice varies on how 
to keep cut flowers fresh the longest, 
veteran florist Nic Faitos, senior 
partner at Starbright Floral Design 
in New York, who has provided his 
floral expertise for Reader's Di- 
gest, says the best approach is to 
keep vase water clean. In addition, 
ProFlowers suggests keeping cut 
blooms in a cool room away from 


direct sunlight and heat. 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 


JOHN DEERE « Tractors & Lawn Mowers 
STIHL e Chainsaws & Weed Trimmers 
HONDA e Mowers, Generators & Snowblowers 
ARIENS e Snowblowers 
SUZUKI e Motorcycles & ATVs 
HONDA & SUZUKI e Outboard Motors 


PARTS © SALES © SERVICE 
AN a a OD! da 


POWER SPORTS, MARINE & POWER EQUIPMENT 


Rt. 202, Granby, MA (413) 467-3499 
WWW.ALLPOWERSALES.COM 


What should you 
consider custom 
framing? 


Family photos 
Souvenirs 
Art and ART 
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Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


FOR ALL YOUR SPRING NEEDS! 


4 Award Winning Paints 
e Ace Royal 

e Clark & Kensington 

e Valspar Optimus 

e Valspar Aspire 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-6 @ SAT. 8-4 ¢ SUN. 10am-4pm 


ACE 323-4521 


HARDWARE 


& Return 
Deposit 
|Morer-1i(e) 9 





Childrens drawings 
Historic Photos 
Sports Memorabilia 
Maps 

Fun Photos 
Diplomas 

Posters 





Certified Picture Framer 


and much more! by the PPFA since 1989, 


over 30 years experience. 





it's worth framing... Frame it ta last 


2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 
(413) 599-1854 
www.FrameandPictureShoppe.com 
Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-2, Closed Sun. & Mon. 
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ardening is a popular activity 
that seems to be gaining even 
more supporters. Statistica 


reports that the number of people who 
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physically demanding work. Gardeners 
who find themselves battling aches and 
pains after spending time in the garden 


may need to make a greater effort to 
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= 
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and tools can help gardeners reduce 
their risk of injury and make gardening 


more comfortable. 







immediately pick up a shovel and jump 
into digging a hole for their new tree. 
Gardening requires bending, stooping, 


lifting, twisting, and other movements 


gardened within the last 12 months in reduce injuries and improve comfort Warm up 


that work the entire body. Spending 10 
the United States rose from around 105 


million in 2008 to 118 million in 2017. 


when tilling, weeding or installing new Just as novice athletes wouldnt 


or more minutes stretching, walking 


landscape features. dive right into a strenuous workout at 


and doing a few back and arm rota- 


Gardening can be relaxing yet Ergonomic gardening techniques the gym, nor should novice gardeners 


e Reclaimed Boards 
& Beams 


e Mantle Beams 
e Mahogany Decking 


¢ Long Timbers e Antique Millstones 
e Reclaimed Granite & Troughs 


cated on eute 22 tn Athol 


978-249-2206 © www.MannLumber.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


Vegetable, Plants, 
Flowering Plants - 
Annuals, 
Ms Pansies, Violas, 
Hanging Baskets, and more! 
Ei Visit us on Facebook for more updates 


Open: Mon. - Sat. 8am-7pm 
Sun. 8am-6pm 


Farmstand & 
Featuring Greenhouse 
Hart’s Seeds 


A Local New England Company 103 Montgomery St., Chicopee 


e Wide Plank Flooring 
e Vintage Barnboard 
e Cedar & Fir Pergolas 
e Heart Pine Flooring 





#92230 
Se Sons-NW-Spray es 











Suds-N-Spray (4 
we Foam Wash ge 


System 


J & R CONTRACTORS 


Listen better. Plan better. Build better. Lawn & Garden 
Sustainable Designer & Builder #8221 Battery 


Interested in green building, call Jennifer 






to see how we can help you design and build 
in a sustainable manner. Specializing in 


On All Other Lawn 
& Garden Batteries 
8 #8221R, 8223, 8224, 8227, 


high efficiency construction and certification Visit our 
for residential homes. workshop event 8227R, 8229, 8229R #715-1765 #760-1840 
; on May 11th at Eco Gat the 
Jennifer DeForge: 413-244-5112 Building Bargain 175 West St, Ware 117 West Main St. 116 Federal St. _ Gesieaa Stuff 


413-967-5121 
967-3184 


West Brookfield 
508-867-9947 


Belchertown 
413-323-9296 


Or email @: jdeforge2323@gmail.com 


License #: CS-083220 Outlet in Springfield 





(iP) AUTO PARTS 


tions can limber the body up for the 


physical activity to come. 


Use proper form 

Think about the mechanics of 
lifting weights during a workout, as 
home and garden tasks may mimic 
movements made when exercising. ‘The 
occupational therapists at Bend Spinal 
Care say that strain on the lower back 
can be reduced by positioning objects 
close to the body and its center of grav- 
ity when lifting them. Furthermore, 
people can contract their abdominal 
(core) muscles when lifting and bend- 
ing to support the back. When lifting 
heavy objects, power should be derived 
from the legs and buttocks rather than 
the back. 


Keep items close 
Keeping work closer to the body 
will reduce the need for stooping, lean- 
ing or reaching, which should cut down 
on pulled muscles. Long-handled tools 
can help minimize reaching. Use step 
ladders to reach high areas or get down 


on padded cushions to work closer to 
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the ground. This alleviates strain to the 
neck from having to look up or down 
for extended periods of time. Raised 
garden beds can bring plants to a per- 
sons level. The therapists at ProCare 
Physical Therapy say that working be- 
low shoulder level whenever possible 
can prevent shoulder strains; other- 
wise, perform tasks for no more than 


five minutes at a time. 


Invest in new tools 

Cushioned grips and grip han- 
dles can prevent wrist fatigue, as can 
hand tools that keep wrists straight to 
improve strength and reduce repetitive 
motion injuries. Long-handled tools 
and push mowers should be as tall as 
the person using them. Seek out tools 
that keep the body in natural positions 
to maximize efficiency. 

Even though gardening is viewed as 
a relaxing pastime, the work involved 
can be taxing on the body. Ergonomic 
tools and proper form can keep inju- 


ries at bay. 


Dickinson Farms 


& Greenhouse 
Route 202, East State Street, Granby, MA 


ok 
PROVEN WINNERS! 
e Gorgeous Geraniums 
e Mandevillas 
e Annuals ¢ Perennials 
e Vegetable Plants ¢ Herbs 
e Impatiens Hanging Bags 


at) § Mother's > rf es 


We are the Growers! 
Get Your Plants from 
the Source with Over 
70 Years of Growing 

Experience! 


It’s worth the visit! 


Bushes & “953 
More Arriving as . 


e Gorgeous 12” Hanging Baskets 


e Colored Pottery & Fountains 


e Potting Soil 


413-467-3794 


Most Major Credit Cards Accepted ¢ Sorry No Checks Open 7 Days 
8am-7pm 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
~ Family Owned & Operated ~ 

































R.A. GNATEK 
BUILDERS, INC. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1978! 


293-0043 


gnatekbuilders@verizon.net 


SEPTIC PIPING 
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e New 
Installation 


e Repairs 


°Title5 
Inspection Jason Lafleur/David Kibbe 413-323-4327 


Adirondack Chairs 


made from recycled milk jugs 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


MA REG. 
#103211 


Choice of 
15 Different Colors! . 


e Can be used for residential 
or commercial use 

e Ergonomically designed 

e Heavy 7/8” gauge plastic lumber 
(1/2” used by competitors) 

e All stainless steel hardware 

e No painting, no slivers, no rot 

e Completely waterproof 


AMHERST FARMERS 
SUPPLY 
320 South Pleasant St. 
Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 
amherstfarmerssupply.com 


THE FIRE PLACE 
106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10) 
Whately, MA 
413-397-3463 
Mon-Fri 9-5:30, Sat. 8-4 
thefireplacema.com 
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pring is a season of rebirth 

marked by flowers pushing 

through the soil and tender 
green leaf buds appearing on trees. 

As adults begin tinkering in 
their gardens and clearing away the 
vestiges of another winter, children 
also can get into the spring garden- 
ing spirit — with a touch of whim- 
sy mixed in. A fairy garden is the 
perfect project. 
Fairies are mythical beings of 

romance and folklore that appear 
in ancient stories passed down by 
various cultures. Diminutive in size, 
fairies are often depicted as spiritual 
or supernatural beings in possession 
of magical powers who live in close 
proximity to mortals. Fairies tap into 
the imaginations of children, who 
may be enticed by fairies’ mischie- 


vous and/or magical attributes. A 
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desire to capture fairies can inspire a 
great spring crafting project. 

Fairy gardens can be construct- 
ed in just about any container and 
make an enchanting addition to a 
home landscape, patio or child's 
bedroom. It’s easy to get started 
today. 

Begin by collecting the materials 
needed. Materials will vary depend- 
ing on each individual project, but 
some good suggestions include: 

¢ a container, such as a flower- 
pot, basket, wine barrel, or another 
vessel that will hold soil 

¢ potting soil 

- stones, pebbles and glass 
baubles 

¢ pea gravel 

« small plants, such as clover, 
moss and succulents 

- twigs 


aft 





¢ miniature garden accessories 
and figures 

Begin by filling the container 
with the soil. Then arrange the 
plants as desired while still in their 
individual potting containers to 
get an idea of the layout. When the 
design is established, use a spoon or 
small trowel to plant the greenery. 

Now is the time when the whim- 
sy can set in. The child can create a 
fairy home, a garden, walkways, and 
much more with natural materials. 
Many craft stores even sell ceramic 
and plastic fairy furnishings. Gravel 
and stones can add color and extra 
appeal. Some peat moss or trailing 
Spanish moss can serve as the fin- 
ishing touches. 

Once completed, it’s time to wait 
to see if the fairies will come for a 


visit. 





Happy Mother’s Day! 


Large Selection of 


Bird Baths, 
Fountains, 
Benches, 

Bistro Sets 
& More!! 


> J Recital Bouquets : 
for Your 


Special Graduate: : 


: Compost & Loam 


: Available 
: Pickup or ql 
en : Delivery! —s 


bl yy Visit Our Unique Floral & Gift Shop « 


Ready to 
Plant... 
The Best 
Selection In 
The Area! 


Ready for 
Your Garden 
Huge 
Selection 


Large Variety of 


: Mulches & Stone : 
: We Sell in Bulk by The Yard : 


in Full 


We Carry 


Remember Mom on May 12 


LOC Al 


Sixteen Acres 


GARDEN CENTER 


1359 Wilbraham Rd. 
Springfield, MA 
413-783-5883 





Selection 
Ready for 
Planting! 


: Landscape Design 
: Services & Installation 
: Call 783-5883 Ext. 111 


Refill Your Gril 


: Grown in Our Greenhouses 


Over 20 Varieties 
Bloom 


Visit our website to find your nearest Osterman 
supplied refilling station. Click on the icon at lower 
left of our website and use the zip code locator — 
with over 250 locations across the region, 
never let your tank go empty again. 


Osterman | 


Propane 
f WWwW.ostermangas.com 


HOURS: Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 8-5 
16acresgardencenter.com 





omeowners may associate mulch 
with springtime lawn and garden 
care, but mulching in fall can 


benefit a lawn as well. According to the 
Morton Arboretum in Illinois, mulch 
protects roots against extreme tempera- 
tures, and not just those associated with 
summer heat waves. 

Mulch is often connected with its 
ability to help soil retain moisture during 
especially warm times of the year, when 
mulch promotes strong roots that can 
help lawns and plants survive periods of 
extreme heat. But when applied in the fall, 
mulch also inhibits freezing and thawing 
in winter, reducing the likelihood that 
plants will be injured. 

While applying mulch in fall can be 
beneficial to lawns, homeowners should 
first consider a few factors. 

¢ Timing: The Morton Arboretum 
notes that mulch being applied as winter 
protection should not be applied too early 
in the fall, as doing so may delay the soil 
freezing process. Homeowners should wait 
until after a hard frost in the fall to apply 
winter mulch. In many places, hard frost 
will not appear until late fall. 

e Texture: The Morton Arboretum 


recommends medium-textured mulch. 
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Fine particles may pack down and retain 
moisture that will evaporate before it 
reaches the plant roots. Materials that are 
too coarse may be incapable of holding suf- 
ficient amounts of water to benefit the soil. 

e Nutrients: Humus is an organic com- 
ponent of soil that forms when leaves and 
other plant materials decompose. Organic 
mulches provide humus and decompose 
over time, adding nutrients into the soil. 
The Morton Arboretum recommends that 
homeowners use organic mulch that was 
composted or treated prior to application 
so any weeds, insects or microorganisms 
are killed. 

e Application: Correct application of 
the mulch is essential. Applying too much 
mulch can adversely affect lawns, plants 
and soil. In addition, excessive applica- 
tion can cause decay and make lawns 
and plants more vulnerable to disease. 
Homeowners uncertain about when and 
how to apply mulch in the fall can consult 
with a lawn care professional to devise a 
plan that ensures their lawns and gardens 
hold up against winter weather. 

Mulch may be widely associated with 
spring lawn care, but applying mulch in 
the fall can benefit lawns and gardens as 


well. 


Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc. 


Complete Landscapin 


Phone (413) 323-4949 


Est. 1 


Fax (41 b)) 323-4999 


Pa 


, Designing & Planting 
PO Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007 


cell (413) 246-8061 
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For all of your year-round grounds maintenance needs — 
from lawn care to snow plowing —- we've got your service. 





CONSTRUCTION IN YOUR PLANS THIS SPRING? 


= 2 —— + 


A BEAUTIFUL ZERO CLEARANCE GAS FIREPLACE MAY BE YOUR ANSWER. 


Always dreamed of having a fireplace? 
Come into the Higgins Energy Showroom to view the Heatilator® inserts, 





stoves and fireplaces on display. Pictured is the Novus 36” DV. We'll make 
your dreams come true... we’ve been doing it for over 40 years. 


Bring your contractor to Higgins’ beautiful showroom. 


$100 off any Heatilator fireplace or insert! 


Fneatilator 


The first name in fireplaces 


HIGGINS ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES 


140 Worcester Rd. (Rt. 122), Barre, MA © 978.355.6343 © HigginsEnergy.com * Mon-Sat 


A0cKY MOUNTAIN 


WOOD go 


¢ NATURAL & COLOR ENHANCED 
BARK MULCHES 

e SCREENED TOP SOIL 

* PLAYGROUND WOOD CHIPS \) 90: Icams 

e COMPOST .,_ your town. ... _ 

e CLEAN FILL 


DEBARKED FIREWOOD 


Native Hardwoods = cur spuit 
LESS BARK - LESS MESS 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN WOOD CO., INC. 


2666 Boston Road e Wilbraham, MA 01095 e 413-596-2348 
www.rockymountainwood.com 


We Accept: = S ea 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 7am - 5pm ¢ SATURDAY 7am-12pm Seasonal 


Delivery ne 
available on up 
to 30 yards. 
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Roofs, Inc. 


e Flat Roof Specialists e Leaks vent e Free Estimates and 

e Metal Roof Specialists e Fully Licensed and Inspections 

¢ Copper Work Insured #100333 ¢ Historical Restoration 

° Slate ¢ Thousands of References § ° Snow/Ice Damage Repair 
° Shingles Now Booking For Spring 
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10, 15, = 30 Yard Sizes 


e Water ¢ Sewer 

e Septic ¢ Excavation 
e Lawn Installations 
e Retaining Walls 


e Foundation Plantings 
ORRISO e Screened Loam Delivered 

e Patios e Paver Walkways 
Construction e Cement Work 


A division of WeMow, Inc. e Drainage Work 
Over 30 Years in Business! 


Call for a FREE Estimate 
413-530-2567 / 413-289-2026 


John Morrison ¢ jwmwemow@yahoo.com 





KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC 








Property Maintenance 

Fertilizer Programs 

Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
Edging 

15 Types of Local Mulches 

Loam and Seed 

Power Seeding 

Core Aeration 

PH Remedy 

Drainage, Etc. 


For a FREE Estimate CALL: y ° Walls, Walkways, Patios 
e Landscape Design and Installation 
ly 3-531-1 21 6 e Irrigation Installation and Repairs 
e Fall Blowouts 
e Paddock Repair and Maintenance 
e Equestrian Field Seeding 





eat waves are an inevitable 
part of summer in many 
places across the globe. 
While humans can escape indoors 
to air conditioned rooms when heat 
waves hit full swing, flowers planted 
around a property have no such lux- 
ury, putting their survival in jeopardy 


whenever the mercury rises to espe- 


How to help 
flowers 














cially steamy heights. 


Wilted flowers that have suc- 


cumbed to the summer sun are a 


sight many gardening enthusiasts 


can recognize. But there are ways to 


keep flowers safe and vibrant during 


periods of extreme heat. 


e Water at the appropriate 


times of day. ‘The National Gardening 











D.E.P. recommends 
pumping your tank 
every three years. 


215 Jabish Street 


Belchertown, MA 01007 


a 


\\ BRIAN A. WILSON, OWNER 


| OFFICE: 


FAX: 





413-323-4569 
413-323-4564 





Association notes that it’s best to wa- 
ter in the early morning and evening 
because less water will be lost to evap- 
oration during these times of day than 
during the afternoon, when tempera- 
tures tend to be at their hottest. 

¢ Choose the right watering 
method. It’s not just when but also 
how you water that can affect flowers 
during summer heat waves. Abo- 
veground sprinklers might be great for 
lawns, but the NGA notes that such 
sprinklers can encourage the spread 
of disease on certain plants, including 
roses. Many gardening professionals 
recommend soaker hoses when water- 
ing flowers because they promote deep 
watering that can help the plants with- 
stand the summer heat. If you must 
use an overheard watering system, set 
the timer so plants are watered in early 
in the morning or evening. 

e Routinely check the soil mois- 
ture. Soil moisture can help gardeners 
determine if their flowers have enough 
water to withstand the heat. The NGA 


advises gardeners to dig a 12-inch 
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deep wedge of soil from their gardens 
to determine its moisture levels. If the 
top six inches of the soil is dry, water. 
If that area is still wet or moist, the 
plants have enough moisture to with- 
stand the heat. Check these moisture 
levels more frequently during heat 
waves than other times of year. 

e Avoid overwatering. Novice gar- 
deners may be tempted to water more 
frequently when they see wilted leaves 
on their flowers. But wilted leaves are 
not necessarily indicative of suffering 
plants. Plants release moisture to 
protect themselves from excessive 
heat, and that release of moisture can 
cause leaves to wilt as the plants try to 
protect themselves by providing less 
surface area that can be exposed to 
the sun. So long as soil moisture levels 
are healthy, the flowers should be fine, 
even if their leaves have wilted. 

No gardener wants to see their 
flowers succumb to the summer heat. 
Fortunately, there are many ways to 


help flowers survive heat waves. 


SAFELY DISPOSE OF PAINT & 
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 


RECEIVE 20% OFF WITH A COPY OF THIS AD! 


(EXPIRES 9/1/19) 
Dispose of paints, fertilizers, household cleaners, auto maintenance 
products, and other household hazardous waste at: 


NEDT wousehold Hazardous 
Products Collection Center 


190 East Main St. (Route 20) Westfield, MA 
Open: Mondays & Wednesdays — 9 AM to 4 PM 

Saturdays 9 AM to 1 PM (Except Holidays) 
866-769-1621 Or Visit Our Web Site For More Info & Pricing 


www.NEDT.org 































RV Parts and Service 


Awnings ¢ Propane 
Plumbing ¢ Electric 
Hitches Installed 
Brakes ¢ Wiring 


Trailer 
Sales & 
Service 


Hitch Up To A Winner! 
ye 


Route 20, PO. Box 707 Palmer, MA 01069 


| (413) 289-1211 
(800) 628-9982 


www.trailersofnewengland.com 


Your Guide to Local 

Summer Activities 

& Vacation ae iigiene 
Destinations) 5 Sane 





pure’ Inc. 
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WWW.TURLEY.COM 
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lower gardens can add color and 
awe-inspiring appeal to a prop- 
erty. The National Gardening 
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Association notes that gardeners can a 
find nearly every color of the spectrum 
in flowering perennials. So whether you 
prefer soft pink, are partial to bright red 
or want to relax in a garden and gaze at 
something deep blue, chances are youll 
find a perennial to tickle your fancy. 
The NGA offers the following break- 
down of colors to help gardeners learn 
how their gardens can set the mood 


they re looking for. 


Bright colors 
A garden full of bright colors like red, 
orange, magenta, and yellow can pro- 
vide a landscape with vigor and energy. 
The NGA notes that brightly colored 


" FREE PAVER INSTALLATION 
“cua WORKSHOP 
== FOR HOMEOWNERS 
S$ 


aturday, May 11 at 9 am 
» 1014 Center Street, Ludlow 
= Register on our website 
= SP ayfialuchinc.com or call 413-583-6508. 
~~ 4 Coffee and doughnuts will be provided. 
~~ A free raffle will be held for a new fire pit. 






Mother’s — Sale 
20% Off All Statues, Fountains, Birdbaths | "=a 
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ONE STOP 
DOES IT ALL... 


/ Interior/Exterior Paint 
/ Hardwood Flooring 
/ Tile & Vinyl Flooring 
/ Window Treatments 
/ Wallpaper 

/ Carpeting 

/ Interior/Exterior Stains 

and more 


PAINTS 


W PAINT STORE 


JohnsPaintStore.com 
Pioneer Plaza # 1240 Park Street § Palmer, MA 
Give Tommy a call 


413-283-9427 


Monday - Friday 8am to 5pm, Saturday 8am to 3pm 





Peay 


“We Treat Your Property 
As We Would Our Own” 


* RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL ° 
* CONDOMINIUMS ° 


Jimmy Stellato - Owner 
Fully Insured Fully Guaranteed @& 


LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 


e Lawn Maintenance 
¢ Landscape Design & 
Installation 


¢ Spring & Fall Clean-Ups © Mulch & Stone 
¢ Trimming & Pruning Installation 
¢ Sodding * Seeding ¢ Snowplowing & Sanding 


Feeding Hills 


789-6382 


| 4 FREE Mowing | 10% OFF 
with Season Contract , SPRING CLEAN-UP 
|New CUSTOMERS ONLY | NEW CUSTOMERS ony | 


We’re Here To Put The Drips Out Of Business 


Custom Made & Installed 5 & 6” Wide Commercial Gutters 


Over 30 Years Experience 
Family Owned & Operated 


65 Main Street, Wilbraham _Lic.#105559 
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays 
www.verdonsgutters.com ¢ verdonsgutters@charter.net 


(413)596-9611 


CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 


No Leaks 

No Painting 

16 Assorted Colors 

Real Copper Available 
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

Cleaning & Small Repairs 


= ¢ 
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flowers can withstand especially bright 
sunshine, meaning gardeners can marvel 
at their appearance even when the sun 
might be adversely affecting other plants 


and flowers. 


Pastel colors 
Pastels, which include soft pink, 

powder blue, lavender, and peach, create 
a tranquil feeling in a garden. ‘This makes 
pastel perfect for those who want their 
gardens to be a relaxing, peaceful respite 
from the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life. The NGA notes that pastels may 
looked washed out in the midday sun, so 
they might be best enjoyed early in the 


morning or late in the afternoon. 


Complementary colors 
Complementary colors are those that 
are opposite one another on the color 
wheel. Orange and blue are examples of 
complementary colors. According to the 
NGA, complementary colors can add cre- 


ative energy and vitality to a garden. 


» Alan Fauteux (Owner) | 


3 
2146 Main Street, Three Rivers 
: a | 


© Office (413) 283-8474 


(across from Amvets) 


Harmonious colors 

These colors are those that are next 
to each other on the color wheel, such as 
orange and red. The NGA recommends 
harmonious colors for gardeners looking 
to create a unifying feel in their gardens 
without resorting to a monochromatic 
color scheme. Harmonious colors give 
off a gentle feeling that can make for a 


relaxing garden atmosphere. 


Monochromatic colors 

Monochromatic gardens can be 
awe-inspiring even though they stick to a 
single color and don't provide an array of 
awe-inspiring colors. The NGA notes that 
gardeners with monochromatic gardens 
make them interesting by using plants of 
various sizes and shapes. 

When planting a garden, gardeners 
can choose whichever color scheme they 
prefer. To learn more about the effects 
of color on a garden, visit the National 
Gardening Association website at www. 


garden.org. 


EQUIPMENT ae 
° Fire Extinguishers | 
¢ Sales and|Service) 

TSiteieneaene 
¢ CO?'for Beer Systems) 
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“Visit us at: WWW. firefightingequip. com 


LIVE BAIT 
TACKLE 














BEER & WINE 


1624 Park Street Palmer, MA 
Store 413-289-9314 
Rose 401-714-3153 


So \ 


\ \ 
« Hours: Monday-Thursday 6am-10am ¢ Friday 6am-4pm Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-4pm 
Off Hours: "Buzz" for assistance 


20 Ib propane 
tank refill 


_" 









16" 


Tax Included 


AS \ " 








Find us on 
Facebook 


Propane - Heating Oil 


Heating, Air Conditioning 
and Generator Installations 


Sand, Gravel and Stone 
Sales and Delivery 


71 Worcester Rd. Barre Ma, 01005 
CTLIIRR RIL 5 


DID YOU KNOW YOUR OLD STOVE 
COULD BE WORTH $ MONEY? 


Does Your Wood Stove Meet EPA Energy Standards? 





HIGGINS ENERGY IS PARTICIPATING IN THE 
WOOD STOVE CHANGEOUT PROGRAM 
Sponsored by the Mass Clean Energy Center 


BEFORE 


SAVE up to $3250* 


based on annual income—ACT NOW before funds run out! 


Come into Higgins TODAY and we can help you 
choose your replacement pellet or wood stove! 


al X- ofol Mon lato Me] ©) elI(-\e Ro] Mint-Milin\-Molm SLU Kelalers-1 
We submit rebate paperwork on your behalf! 


GP MASSACHUSETT 
eC CLEAN ENERGY 
*» CENTER 


HIGGINS ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES 


140 Worcester Rd., (Rt. 122), Barre, MA © 978.355.6343 © HigginsEnergy.com * Mon-Sat 
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riow tree services 


old weather can take its toll on a property, 

especially in regions of the world where win- 

ters are harsh. Most parts of the landscape are 
vulnerable to damage from winter storms, but trees may 
be especially susceptible. By the end of winter, many 
homeowners wonder if their trees would benefit from 
some professional TLC. 

Tree services provide a host of services. While fall is a 
popular time to remove trees from a property, doing so in 
spring is not unheard of, especially if trees were affected 
by winter storms and now pose a threat to a home and 
the people who live inside it. 

Homeowners considering tree services can explore 
the following ways that some professional arbor atten- 
tion can protect them and their homes. 

¢ Tree services can help protect a home's foun- 
dation. Old trees that stretch well into the sky can be 
captivating, but they also can pose a threat to a home's 
foundation. Such trees may have especially large root 
zones that may extend beneath walkways and even a 
home. In the latter instance, foundations may crack as 
roots try to stake their claim to the ground beneath a 
home. According to the home improvement resource 


HomeAdvisor, homeowners pay an average of just 


AVAY ‘ey, 
i) ip 





FEED YOUR LAWN... 
——— hshastanes SOIL! 


ah Be | : 
_ 


A complete feeding program that prevents crabgrass, 
controls weeds, prepares lawns for winter, adjusts soil pH, 
reduces soil compaction, and stimulates soil microbes. 


SC GREATIVE FLOORS. ..WHERE EXPERIENCE IS EVERYTHING (5° A: ae 
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over $4,000 to repair foundation issues, though major 


problems can cost considerably more than that. A profes- 
sional tree service can remove aging trees that might be 
beautiful and awe-inspiring but still pose a threat to a 
home and the areas surrounding it. 

e Tree services can improve visibility. Trees that 
have aged a bit since their last trimming might affect 
the view of a property from inside a home. Overgrown 
branches can compromise residents ability to see and 
experience the natural beauty just outside their win- 


dows. The average homeowner may be able to trim short 





trees on his or her own, but if views from the second 
floor of a home or higher have been compromised, 

it’s much safer to call a professional tree service. Such 
services have the right tools and experienced personnel 
necessary to safely trim high branches on tall trees. 

e Tree services can help prevent future damage. 
Even if trees made it through a recent winter unscathed, 
that’s no guarantee next winter or even the coming sea- 
sons of spring, summer and fall won't ultimately prove 
their undoing. Travelers Insurance notes that weath- 
er-related roof damage, including damage resulting 
from falling limbs and branches weighed down by snow 
during the winter months, accounted for more than half 
of all Travelers property loss claims between 2009 and 
2016. According to BNC Insurance and Risk Advisors, 
homeowners may be liable if a tree they knew posed 
a threat falls onto a passerby or a neighbor's property 
and causes damage or injury. Having all trees properly 
trimmed each year, but especially those that can fall on 
your home and your neighbors homes, may prevent 
future damage and legal issues. 

Tree services can ensure trees maintain their 
awe-inspiring beauty and help homeowners protect their 


homes and their belongings. 


Everything for your garden 


ANNUALS | PERENNIALS | VEGETABLES | HERBS 


917 HAMPDEN STREET 
HOLYOKE, MA ¢ 539-9314 
Daily 8-6, Saturday 8-5 


www.highlandbike.com 


ROSES | CLEMATIS | VINES 
POTS | SEEDS | SOILS 


COAST OF MAINE 
ORGANIC 
SOILS & COMPOST 


E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HILLs, Mass. @ “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.” 


EXCLUDES LABOR & PRIOR 
) 


i: 


POR) 


Hardwood 


American Olean Couristan Adura 
Brewster Dal-Tile Dreamweaver 
Chesapeake Florida Lexmark 
Patton Marazz7i Milliken 
Sancar Shaw Mohawk 
Seabrook 


UCTD Philadelphia 
SALES. CANNOT BE Warner U.S. Ceramic S Shaw 
COMBINED WITH ANY York upreme 
OTHER OFFERS. 
EXPIRES 
MAY 18, 2019 


Armstrong Bruce ¢ Century 
Congoleum Mullican « Sommerset 


ci 
Fusion aminate 
Konecto Faus « Shaw 


Mannington Mohawk 
Tarkett 


LOM 


Ges, 


Any Purchase 
With This Ad 


Design Specialists — Carpet Binding Available 


| CREATIVE FLOORS, INC. ; 


CERAMIC ¢ CARPET ¢ VINYL ¢ MARBLE ¢ GRANITE « HARDWOOD e TASINATE « WALLPAPER 
SERVICE ¢ SALES ¢ INSTALLATION / RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL 


508.829.7444 


OMI 


Financing 








Available 








www.creativefloorsinc.com 


1653 North Main Street ¢ Holden 
Tu. 9-6 © Wed., Th. & Fri. 9-5 ¢ Sat. 9-1 * Closed Sun. & Mon. 


Sears hws Pas ee oe ras re 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS, SEPTIC DESIGNERS 
AND SEPTIC INSTALLERS NEEDED 


Residential Rehabilitation and Home Improvement 


Approximately 100 individual housing rehabilitation and septic projects 

that can go up to $40,000 per project will be put out to bid in the towns 

of Agawam, Brimfield, Brookfield, Chester, East Longmeadow, Hardwick, Holland, 

Huntington, Leicester, Middlefield, Northampton, Russell, Spencer, Wales, Ware, 
Warren, West Springfield and Westfield. These projects are funded through the Housing 
and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Program and 
administered by the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. The PVPC facilitates project 
identification and develops the work specifications. In most circumstances, contractors 
receive payment within 30 days of receipt of an invoice for approved work. 


For more information, or to receive an application, 
call Beth Sorrell at (413)781-6045, or bsorrell@pvpc.org. 


Interested contractors/designers/installers who meet insurance, licensing, 
and other application requirements will be added to the bidders list. 
PVPC is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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BRODEUR-CAMPBELL 


FENCE C$o., INC. 


1075 Page Boulevard e Springfield, MA 01104 
(413) 783-6141 or (413) 787-2656 
www. brodeurcampbellfence.com 

DO-IT-YOURSELF CENTER or WE INSTALL 
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A Fence to Fit Any need and Budget! pes Our Garden Center & 


“DON’T GAMBLE — CALL BRODEUR-CAMPBELL” 
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j ‘I iF Fie - VINYL L STH | ] 2 a ee an 
Vinyl Fence ¢ Wood Fence ¢ Chain Link Fence ¢ Ornamental Fence ¢ Electronic Gates 
Temporary Fence for Construction Sites ¢ Arbors ¢ Trellises 


Residential — Commerciale FREE ESTIMATES! e Fully Insured 


Greenhouses are Bursting with 
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108 Main St. (Rt. 32) 
South Barre Se : 
508-882-3913 5 OFF 
978-355-6465 a $25 purchase 

In Business Since 1974 , 
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4 Types Of In-Ground Pools 
Above Ground Pools 


e e I iggaue | capcterohe be “fer al ae eyPhnas OPEN: 
In-Ground Liner Replacements ¢ Heaters ¢ Service Bae Sandel ich! agent’ aot ha ails! MON.-FRI, 9-6 
Chemicals & Supplies AMO ESR Meh MC OIMEN IVR Oi" (open ‘til 7pm 
ne ates ase = 7 . starting May 1) 


SAT. 8-6 « SUN. 9-5 


SECURITY 


OBINSON 2 against the unexpected 
LUMBER 4 
eee OFFERING FREE REGISTRY SERVICE 


| Tel 413.477.6050 ° Fax 413.477.6554 & : Representing many fine companies including Safety Insurance Company 


www.wrrobinsonlumber.com X Insurance for Home, Auto, Business, Worker's 
: Compensation, Boats, Recreational Vehicles & More! 


HOME/AUTO DISCOUNT eee 


Up to 10% OFF EACH AUTO © Up to 20% OFFHOME “Qui Ott oe 
Up to 7% OFF FOR E-CUSTOMERS Only 


bain | 3 Offices at Two Convenient Locations 


° = 9 EXCHANGE ST., BARRE, MA 53 Gardner Rd., Hubbardston 
W.R. Robinson Lumber Co., Inc. = Tel.: (978)355-4028 Tel.: (978)928-5875 


= Fax: (978)355-6280 Fax: (978)928-1340 
EASTERN WHITE PINE Zz Www.broberginsurance.com 


Wide Pine Flooring e Beams & Timbers — a>. 
Paneling & Siding e Bark Mulch = GH Safety Insurance PRESIDENT 


B JOANNE MADSEN-BROBERG 


AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS CRAIG BROBERG, VICE-PRESIDENT 


P.O. Box 223 « 145 Cleveland Road 


Wheelwright, MA 01094-0223 da PYM ea CON ae 


30 


b 





TO7 


Q2S' Os — VG sa DIGAVIGD 2a DRMSiEsai1 G1 Os — Oi Goya DiGeie@ 





aising backyard chickens has 
been a growing phenomenon 
for several years. Many cities 


have passed laws legalizing backyard 
chickens, encouraging many to raise 
chickens as a rewarding hobby. 

One of the biggest benefits to rais- 
ing backyard chickens is that their 
eggs are fresher and often tastier 
than store-bought varieties. Hens 
can lay one egg per day. Multiply that 
egg per hen, and breakfast is always 
available. 

Another benefit to chickens is 
they produce a natural fertilizer 


that can be used in gardens. “The 
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Old Farmer's Almanac’ says chicken 
manure can be composted, aged 
and eventually added to the garden. 
In about six months, a person will 
accumulate about one cubic foot 

of manure per chicken. Egg shells 
and other compostable material can 
be added to create an even richer 
formula. 

Chickens also can help control 
bugs around the yard, offers the ex- 
perts at Tractor Supply Company. 

Before investing in backyard 
chickens, people should determine 
if chickens will fit with their lifestyle. 


Costs and care are a big consider- 


OM) Pick Up ov Call to Schedule Your Delivery Today! JONG 


‘ PRE BRIMFIELD SALE 
Where Everyone Goes for §& MARIER’S ANTIQUES 
° : , & FLEA MARKET 
Their Piece of the Earth: p CE; al 1628 Park St., Palmer, Ma. (On Route 20) 
q el i A Open 7 am - 4 pm Daily 
“¢ LANDSCAPING > Construction Stone {J i. ~~ _— a 
STONE > Septic Stone p ee ee 
DEALERS ALWAYS WELCOME 
iy chy mi pi > Title V & Presby FREE OVERNIGHT PARKING FOR BUYERS 
ed, Light Gray, Dark Gray, 
Beige, White Chip Stone Septic Sand eT Call Rose 401-714-3153 
p Concrete Sand Live Band 10am-2pm 2019 DATES: 
& SCREENED LOAM | ? Brick Sand aaa May 9 - May 13 « July 4- July 8 
Stored in Building >» Pool Liner Sand Open Mic10am-4pm me ; oe 2 
“ MULCH >» Sand Box Sand is 


» Stone Dust 
>» Crushed Gravel 
» Cold Patch 


Hemlock, Light Brown, 
Dark Brown, Black 
Red Cedar 


98 North Spencer Rd. 
Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA 


508-885-6100 [i= 
= 508-885-2480 


Homeowner Friendly - No Mau 


f www.BondSandandGravel.com 
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Bryan’s UE 
PELLET STOVE SERVICE 


Get it done right the first time. Call this father & son 
team, with over 25 years of combined experience! 


Time to Book Your Annual Cleaning! 
$20 OFF for the month of May 


mention this ad 


413-531-2775 or 413-245-3686 


Licensed in 
MA & CT www.bryanspelletstove.com 
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Each chick will cost any- 
where between $3 to $5 a bird. 
Then there's feed to consider. 
The most expensive item will 
likely be the coop. The experts 
at The Happy Chicken Coop, a 
resource for raising chickens 
and starting coops, says handy 
men and women can build 
homemade coops, but ready- 
made ones will cost a few hun- 
dred dollars. The coop will need 
to offer around four square feet 
of space per chicken (or what’s 
recommended for the breed). 

Despite being seemingly 
independent birds, chick- 
ens need people to be active 
caregivers. They require feed 
and water daily. The chickens 
will need a caregiver while you 


vacation. People who are fre- 


quently away from home should 


reconsider chickens. 
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Chickens also are prone 
to worms, parasites and lice. 
They need to have rear feath- 
ers trimmed to stay clean and 
sanitary, and they will require 
an area where they can “dust” 
and self-groom. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion advises not to cuddle and 
kiss chickens like pets because 
they can carry salmonella. Not 
every coop is completely var- 
mint-proof, and some chickens 
may succumb to predators. 
Squeamish or sentimental folks 
may find chickens aren't the 
right fit. 

Chickens require commit- 
ment and care that many peo- 
ple can provide. It is essential 
to do ones homework to ensure 
that backyard chickens are a 


sound investment. 


OK, Now it’s 
SPRING! 


Come down and get set for 
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If you need to repair any concrete or masonry, or just 
looking to clean things up, we have the expertise to help! 


STOP IN TODAY! 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway, Gardner ¢ 978-669-0088 
Hours: 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday - Friday « 8am -1pm Saturday 


the season. 





xygen is essential for the roots of ticles that reduce the amount of pore space 
() grass to breathe and grow strong in the soil. That makes it hard for water, 

enough to support healthy lawns. oxygen and nutrients to get through, threat- 
But according to the Center for Agriculture, ening the strength of the roots and putting 
Food and the Environment at the University — the grass in jeopardy. Aerating a lawn can 
of Massachusetts Amherst, compacted soil help homeowners foster strong root growth 
can produce a decrease in oxygen content and healthy grass. When to aerate may be 
that can make it hard for roots to thrive. contingent upon local climate, so home- 
Soil compaction can result from anumber owners who suspect the soil in their yards 
of activities, including walking on grassor is compact should consult with a local 
driving or parking vehicles on grass. When __ landscaping professional to determine the 


best time to aerate their lawns. 


soil is compacted, it breaks into small par- 
















e Attic & Basement Cleanouts 
¢ Bobcat Services ¢ Gutter Cleaning 
e Storm Damage Cleanup 
¢ Pre-Sale Home Improvements 


789-6382 


BOY SCOUTS COOK ON A FLAME. 
MAN SCOUTS COOK ON A 
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Barbecue Season Is Heree 


Stop in to Higgins Energy today and see our 
wide variety of Napoleon Gas Grills! 


HIGGINS ENERGY 


NAPOLEON | ALTERNATIVES 


140 Worcester Road, Barre, MA | 978.355.6343 | HigginsEnergy.com 
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Ocean Forest 


= gs aE Mail in Rebate On All ~ 4 
S Some AH Te By Our 4 PHASE ANNUAL PROGRAM and SAVE! Bonide Products Listed To 4 


1. said 5,000 Sq. Ft. 15,000 Sg. Ft. Get a Granby Country Grain 
= Program & P a 
Cu. F Crabgrass — be Feed atersis B/S $35 S: a 1422 Gift Card 

Preventer 24- 0- 8 16-0 Gift Certificate Gift Certificate J 
#60410 a _ : 

Natural/Cedar san all 99) “0 $4:999 RM cRadcrass fc Neem Oil i 

MI U LCH 15,000 Sq. Ft. "Rebate 15,000 Sq. Ft. —_ —] 

we Tat 
3 Cu. Ft. a ee ep eens FEEnE WINTERIZER S alt 
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#60430 #60440 a ene) = 
31629 = | 399 Mic = ge a All-purpose insecticide, == 
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15,000 Sq. Ft. 15,000 Sq. Ft. oes i <7 | organic gardening. #022 = 
#60434 JQ KGAA. ooo ccccccccccceee $37.99 =. os Quart RTU 


Happy Frog = ll euy BUY 
Strawberry Weed Beater Ultra BurnOut Weed Kleen Up 


Po tal Ultimate systemic broadleaf 7 = - 
tay : weed killer for lawns. e fpr & Grass Killer } FUMIOUt Se #7492 
By ohio: Be 


“ores ‘ People and pet 99 99 
382° $9999 Ss 
Gallon RTU 2 ie. | Gallon RTU 
~ Gallon RTU % 


After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate = os" =~ After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate 
GET Quart RTU FREE vn GET Quart RTU FREE = GET Quart RTU FREE 
$5.99 Value $8.99 Value = $5.99 Value 
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POTTING SOIL 


with Moisture Retainer 





$6, S11) GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN 


108 West State Street, Granby, MA © 1-413-467-3838 
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MUSHROOM COMPOST G ATFEWAY FARM & PFET , 
S Ey) 40lbs. | : 59 Russell Road, Huntington, MA © 1-413-667-2278 PROPANE FILL: 


20 LB. exp. 5/31/19 F I 





